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Educational Challenges

• Challenge: Engaging Today’s Youth
� High drop-out rates
� Anti-social/criminal behavior
� Lacking critical job skills
� Lacking direction and goals

• What Works?• What Works?
� Project-based learning
� Real-world relevance
� Creativity and innovation
� Working in teams
� Competition
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A California Partnership Career Academy

• Focus: multimedia & design

• Students: 90% at-risk

•

The Digital Safari Academy
@ Mt. Diablo High School 
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• Format: project-based learning

• A track record of success

• 18 statewide design awards



Digital Safari Model™

A Proven Model for Academies:

• Clear core values

• Emphasis on innovation

• High expectations• High expectations

• Dynamic learning environment

• Tracking toward college and career
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Innovation Project Model™

A Powerful Project-based Learning Framework:

• Works with At-risk Youth 
• Increases engagement, improves quality of work
• Decreases behavior issues, lowers drop-out rate

Fosters interest in science and math• Fosters interest in science and math

• Prepares Youth for Global Careers
• Encourages creativity, teamwork, confidence
• Bridges the business/education gap
• Trains our next generation workforce
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• Form a high-tech start-up company

• Create an innovative “green” product
• Clean Tech, Renewable Energy

• Green Building

• Waste Reuse, Reduction, Recycling

Example: GreenBizz Project
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• Waste Reuse, Reduction, Recycling

• Medical & Safety Devices

• Sustainable Consumer Products

• “Beyond-the-edge” technology is allowed

• Follow the “Silicon Valley path” to raise
$5-10 million in “virtual venture capital”



• Company formation and identity

• Prototype product development

• Friends and family financing

• Real-world market research

The Silicon Valley Path …
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• Real-world market research

• Business plan & presentation

• Marketing at a tech fair

• Making pitches to investors



• Business execs advise student companies

• Providing positive adult role models

• Expanding the classroom knowledgebase

Mentors Bridge the 
Business/Education Gap
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• Inspiring students 
to do their best

• Creating valuable
career relationships



MBA Quality Work
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GreenBizz Project’s Annual Competition
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Presenting NextGen Innovators
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Dot-Com Excitement & Energy

November 2010



Excellent Parent and Community Involvement
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Highly Competitive - Exciting!
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Rewarding Creativity with 
Recognition, Scholarships …

… and
Opportunities!
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Opportunities!



The Digital Safari

Making INNOVATIONMaking INNOVATION
as Cool as Music and 

as Exciting as Sports!
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